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Spring 2021 Best Practices for PTA Programs and Meetings 
 

As of May 28, PTAs are subject to the Governor’s 79th Executive Order, which eases commonsense public 

health restrictions that require physical distancing and capacity restrictions in Virginia.  

HCPS will follow the Virginia Department of Education guidance issued on May 18. School policy 

regarding masks remains unchanged. This is consistent with CDC guidance which states that schools 

should continue with all current mitigation strategies through the end of the school year despite updated 

guidance for fully vaccinated people. 

 

• Masks will continue to be required when indoors on school property.  

• While outside on school property*, students, teachers, staff, visitors and other 

individuals who are fully vaccinated can remove their masks.  

• If individuals are not fully vaccinated, they must wear a mask unless they can maintain at 

least six feet of distance.  

*Guidance may be slightly different per Virginia High School League guidelines for coaches, student-

athletes, and team/school support staff who are participating in VHSL athletics and activities. 

 

HCPS will also continue with the capacity limits of 100 individuals indoors and 250 individuals 

outdoors through the end of the school year to allow for contract tracing.  

PTAs hosting events on-campus are required to follow the HCPS COVID-19 Health Plan and guidance from 

the Virginia Department of Education. For all off-campus events, they should also be familiar with the 

Virginia Department of Health guidelines associated with the EO 72v7.  

PTAs operating off-campus are encouraged to follow the same standards found in the HCPS COVID-19 

Health Plan, but as a separate 501c3 are not bound to it. Whatever PTAs host for students or their 

caretakers can affect the classroom and student access to in-person education regardless of where it 

takes place. Please consider: if your PTA event becomes the source of an outbreak, you may have to 

justify your decisions to the media. Enforcing the same protocols as HCPS is a valid justification. 

 

Always consider whether the event allows for equitable access and  

fosters community for both in-person and virtual students. 

 

 

Here is a quick summary of what you should have in place for all in-person events: 

1. All individuals in the Commonwealth aged five and older should cover their mouth and nose with 

a mask in accordance with CDC guidance, which varies based on vaccination status. We suggest 

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-79-and-Order-of-Public-Health-Emergency-Ten-Ending-of-Commonsense-Public-Health-Restrictions-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/VADOE/2021/05/18/file_attachments/1811677/Governor%27s%20Mask%20Updates%20and%20Changes%20to%20EO%2072%20and%20EO%2079.pdf
https://henricoschools.us/wp-content/uploads/HCPS-COVID-19-Health-Plan-20-21.pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/May-15-2021-Forward-Virginia-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html


 

 

PTA events involving children at any location follow the guidance for schools, which includes 

wearing masks inside for all individuals aged five or more regardless of vaccination status.  

2. All individuals must stay 6 feet apart at all times.  

3. PTAs should have a registration process that: 

a. Screens all individuals for symptoms of COVID-19; and 

b. Collects contact tracing information (name of every participant, valid phone number) 

should it be needed by the Virginia Department of Health-Henrico Health District 

c. (This can also be used as an advance sign-up to help limit participation) 

If you are hosting an event on-campus: 

1. Events must limit participation to no more than 100 individuals indoors, or 250 individuals 

outdoors. Don’t forget to count all volunteers and staff in addition to the participants. 

2. All individuals ages 5 and up must wear a face mask inside per EO 79 Section D. While outside on 

school property, students, teachers, staff, visitors and other individuals who are fully 

vaccinated can remove their masks. If individuals are not fully vaccinated, they must wear a mask 

unless they can maintain at least six feet of distance according to the Virginia Department of 

Education guidance. 

3. Work with your principal, who will have to submit a “transition plan” to HCPS. Allow at least three 

(3) weeks for this process of submitting a plan, answering additional questions or making 

modifications as needed, and receiving final approval.  

 

FAQ 
 

Q. Are PTAs allowed to ask individuals to wear masks even when it is not required by Executive Order? 

A. According to the Governor’s Office Executive Order FAQ, “any private entity may adopt a mask policy 

that is more stringent than the Executive Order, so long as the entity’s policy does not violate state or 

federal law.” See EO 79 Section C for exceptions to mask requirements. 

 

Q: Should PTAs consider asking vaccinated people to wear masks at off-campus events? 

A: Yes. Given low rates of vaccination among children, masks continue to be required in Virginia’s K-12 

schools of all students, teachers, staff, and visitors while on school property. We recommend that PTAs 

interacting with school-aged children follow the same requirements as schools when hosting off-campus 

events. If hosting an adult-only event off-campus, we encourage PTAs to consider whether universal 

mask-wearing is needed to create an inclusive environment, recognizing this will look different for each 

PTA and be dependent on the size of the group and individuals involved. 

Q. Will EO 79 change graduation, moving-up ceremonies, and PTA end-of-year events? 

A. School policy regarding masks remains unchanged. EO 79 keeps in place the requirement that “all 

students, teachers, staff, and visitors must wear a mask over their nose and mouth while on school 

property.” It does change gathering limitations. EO 79 removes all sector-specific requirements and 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/fauUAb5XHrlU7zCzkkNYCw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRih_5PP0SmaHR0cHM6Ly9jb250ZW50LmdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5LmNvbS9hdHRhY2htZW50cy9WQURPRS8yMDIxLzA1LzE4L2ZpbGVfYXR0YWNobWVudHMvMTgxMTY3Ny9Hb3Zlcm5vciUyN3MlMjBNYXNrJTIwVXBkYXRlcyUyMGFuZCUyMENoYW5nZXMlMjB0byUyMEVPJTIwNzIlMjBhbmQlMjBFTyUyMDc5LnBkZlcHc2Nob29sbUIKYKbPyqZgctgO91IXbG9uZy5kZWJiaWVAb3V0bG9vay5jb21YBAAAAAE~
https://henricoschools.us/wp-content/uploads/HCPS-COVID-19-Health-Screening-Acknowledgement-for-Students_ADA.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/cloth-face-covers/#mask-requirements
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/VADOE/2021/05/18/file_attachments/1811677/Governor%27s%20Mask%20Updates%20and%20Changes%20to%20EO%2072%20and%20EO%2079.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/VADOE/2021/05/18/file_attachments/1811677/Governor%27s%20Mask%20Updates%20and%20Changes%20to%20EO%2072%20and%20EO%2079.pdf
https://04f2240b-c8f4-42d7-83e0-854088d09161.usrfiles.com/ugd/04f224_8d8e0a236b5146c2a5c347e7a869ae19.pdf
https://www.virginia.gov/coronavirus/forwardvirginia/faq/?1
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-79-and-Order-of-Public-Health-Emergency-Ten-Ending-of-Commonsense-Public-Health-Restrictions-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf


 

 

constraints related to school graduations, fine arts performances, recreational sports and social 

gatherings, such as proms, other awards ceremonies, school picnics, etc..  

 

Q: What if my principal says no, but another school did it? 

A: The principal is the final decision maker for what will happen on your campus. You can present the 

details from other events that received HCPS approval and ask your principal about changes that could be 

made to your proposal. However, his/her decision is based on what is manageable for your school. 

Understand that the staffing demands at each school are different and events on campus require staff 

support (custodians, admin/faculty to allow bathroom access, etc.). School Board Members and others at 

HCPS will not “overrule” the principal. If the problem is that your school, including the principal, sought to 

do something similar to another school and the transition plan was denied by HCPS, please contact us. 

Q: If limited to 100 or 250 people, can we offer anything in-person that is fair to the whole community? 

A: It is possible to offer the same event at different times or on different nights to accommodate more 

people. However, this is a question to grapple with—especially as you look at traditionally important end-

of-year celebrations and moving-up ceremonies. There should be a fully virtual alternative or option. 

 

Q: Can my Board meet in-person or host a meet-and-greet for potential leaders?  

A: Yes, if you follow the guidance and consider a way to welcome those wishing to participate virtually, 

you can meet on- or off-campus.  

 

Q: Can virtual students be included in a PTA activity hosted on-campus before or after school? 
A: Yes. PTAs can include all HCPS students and non-students. All participants should follow the HCPS 
Health Plan protocols. 
 

Sources 
 
Governor’s Order 79 
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-79-and-Order-of-
Public-Health-Emergency-Ten-Ending-of-Commonsense-Public-Health-Restrictions-Due-to-Novel-
Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf 
 
Virginia Department of Education May 18 Guidance 
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/VADOE/2021/05/18/file_attachments/1811677/Governor
%27s%20Mask%20Updates%20and%20Changes%20to%20EO%2072%20and%20EO%2079.pdf 
Forward Virginia: Guidelines FAQ 
https://www.virginia.gov/coronavirus/forwardvirginia/faq/?1 
 
HCPS Health Plan 
https://henricoschools.us/wp-content/uploads/HCPS-COVID-19-Health-Plan-20-21.pdf 

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-79-and-Order-of-Public-Health-Emergency-Ten-Ending-of-Commonsense-Public-Health-Restrictions-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-79-and-Order-of-Public-Health-Emergency-Ten-Ending-of-Commonsense-Public-Health-Restrictions-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-79-and-Order-of-Public-Health-Emergency-Ten-Ending-of-Commonsense-Public-Health-Restrictions-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/VADOE/2021/05/18/file_attachments/1811677/Governor%27s%20Mask%20Updates%20and%20Changes%20to%20EO%2072%20and%20EO%2079.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/VADOE/2021/05/18/file_attachments/1811677/Governor%27s%20Mask%20Updates%20and%20Changes%20to%20EO%2072%20and%20EO%2079.pdf
https://www.virginia.gov/coronavirus/forwardvirginia/faq/?1
https://henricoschools.us/wp-content/uploads/HCPS-COVID-19-Health-Plan-20-21.pdf

